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bee are given, viz : the common black of Central Europe, Italian 
and the Egyptian, which is also found in Asia Minor, and sup- 
posed to be the species spoken of in the Bible. The systematic 
position and relations of the creature also receive attention. 

In describing the apparatus used in their management, we notice 
that most of it is such as has been thrown aside and superseded 
in this country by simpler or more effective contrivances. The 
"queen yard" as used by Quinby and improved by Mrs. Farn- 
ham, " queen cages," " breeding hives " are not mentioned. This 
fact taken with what the editors saw at the Centennial Exposition 
in the way of apparatus, from England principally, leads him to 
conclude that American bee-keepers are far ahead of their Euro- 
pean brethren in the perfection of appliances to render the pur- 
suit of apiculture profitable. 

Brehm's Animal Life. 1 — This volume completes the account 
of the Carnivora, and treats of the Insectivora, Rodentia, Edentata, 
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Fig. i. Skeleton of the Kangaroo. 
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Marsupialia and Didelphia, so that some of the most interesting 
of all the mammals are described by word and pencil. The vol- 
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ume is rich in full page illustrations, containing fifteen drawn with 




Fig. 3. Skeleton of Echidna hystrix. 
great apparent accuracy and skill, comprising portraits in various 
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attitudes, with the appropriate surrounding features, or environ- 
ment, of the crag and long-lipped bear, hyaena, ichneumon, coati, 
bobak, mara or cavy ( C. patagonicd), fish otter, field mouse, porcu- 
pine, with a very spirited drawing of a drove of capybaras, and a 
group of kangaroos, as well as the singular Oryctopus of the Cape 




of Good Hope, and the two-toed sloth .{Cholcepus didactylus). The 
marsupials are illustrated, with many excellent drawings, including 
among others pictures of the Thylacinus, tasmanian devil, Dasyu- 
rus, opossum, kangaroo rat, wombat, koala, &c, &c. Through the 
kindness of the publishers we are able to reproduce the skeleton 



1878.] Recent Literature. 317 

of the kangaroo, and a drawing by Zimmermann of Macripus 
thetidis (one-eighth natural size). The Monotremes are also well 
drawn, as will be seen by the accompanying figures of the Echidna 
hystrix, and its skeleton ; the pair of duck-bills is well drawn. 

The bears are well figured with one or two exceptions. We 
are not well suited with the group of prairie dogs, and in the ac- 
count of them more perhaps might have been quoted from Amer- 
ican authors, than from passing German travelers. The Egyptian 
Jerboa is well drawn and described at length, while no mention is 
made of our American jumping mouse or Meriones hudsonicus, and 
our characteristic jackass rabbit is not mentioned, much less 
figured. Still the work is of great value to the general reader and 
student of nature, as well as the special zoologist, as being a 
treasury of excellent illustrations and descriptions of the habits 
of the most striking animals of the globe ; and we hope that the 
work will meet with a good sale in this country, where we are too 
much inclined to study American species alone. The price of the 
work in this country is 40 cents a part or about $5.00 a volume, 
which is certainly very .reasonable. 
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